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2010, January


The editors of our newspaper wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!
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Congratulations to Ana Ranceva (1D), Inga Zmitrovich (1D), Kristina Volk (1D), Anastasija Kardanovskaja (1D), Natalija Tokanova (1D), Anton Kunchin (2A), Arsenij Kosakovskij and teachers Margarita Petrova and Tatjana Zubovskaja, who won the first place in the project competition “Ecology in our home“

Read in this issue:

· New Year’s Eve in different countries

· Christmas lesson
· The English language competition

· Christmas Charity  fair

Prepared by:

Denis Mosin 3Cg
Anastasija Kozlova 3Cg
Agata Suvorova 3Cg
Tadeush Matijevskij 3Cg
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New Year’s Eve in different countries
Mexico
The tradition of eating 12 grapes at the New Year midnight is popular in many countries. However, this tradition is cherished particularly carefully in Mexico; in this country it is not a race game but rather an analytical process. At each clock stroke one grape has to be eaten, since each grape symbolizes one of the months. Mexicans examine taste of each grape carefully, as the taste tells them what that month will be like for them.

Venezuela

If a Venezuelan wants to travel a lot in the coming year, then he or she will be carrying a suitcase around the house for the whole December 31 day. Also, New Year has to be met wearing yellow underwear, as it is believed to bring good luck.

Venezuelan’s write down all their wishes and dreams before the New Year night. When midnight is close they gather their wish-notes and burn them.

France

The whole Europe likes to make tons of noise on the New Year’s night. However, French honor this tradition most carefully. This tradition is based on an old belief that noise will chase bad spirits away, which are most active on the New Year’s Eve when the coming year replaces the previous one. So, French cities are extremely noisy on New Year’s night.

The French believe that the first person to enter the house on the first day of the new year symbolizes what that year will be like for the owners of the house. The midnight guest must be male in the first place, since he will bring fortune.

Philippines

Children in Philippines have to jump 10 times at the New Year’s midnight if they want to grow tall. Also, Philipinos believe that a table filled with various fruits in various colors and clothes with polka dot or any other round ornament on them will bring prosperity.

Japan

Traditionally on New Year’s Eve house facades are decorated with straw garlands in Japan. Those garlands chase evil spirits away and symbolize luck and happiness. Once the new year arrives, Japanese laugh out loud as laughter is believed to bring good luck as well.


[image: image12.jpg]



((((((
[image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.jpg]


Christmas lesson
On December 15th there was an untraditional lesson of English for the first forms. The Christmas cafe “Apple pie” opened its doors to create an enjoyable and amusing atmosphere for studying English customs and traditions. All the students were active to demonstrate their knowledge. They competed with each other on: defining the words, singing Christmas songs, making presentations. 

In the second part of the lesson recepies of Christmas pies were presented.
They were really delicious!
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Students are making presentations.
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A delicious cake, hot tea and the New Year atmosphere is so enjoyable!
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The English language competition
On December 17 the English language competition was organized in our gymnasium. Students from all the forms participated in it. The participants of the contest demonstrated their knowledge in listening, grammar and reading comprehension. They had a good chance to show their erudition and knowledge of traditions, customs and culture of English speaking countries.
The Winners:

	7th grade
	8-9th grades
	10th grade
	11th grade

	Erika Krylova
	Artiom Sosnovskij
	Gleb Zamarajev
	Valerija Kirjackaja

	Ana Shchitova
	Aleksandr Izvekov
	Elzhbieta Stefanovich
	Evgenij Romanenkov

	Nikita Gedgaudas
	Aleksandr Zubcov
	Aleksandra Posashkova
	Edvard Marcinkevich

	
	
	Aleksandras Shankinas
	

	
	
	Vitalij Rudij
	


Congratulations!
We want to interview the paricipants of the English language competition Igor Lobanov (3 Cg) and Arthur Malyshev (3 Cg).
Hello guys. The first question will be – were you nervous before competition? 
        Arthur: No.

        Igor:  Neither was I. 
Are you satisfied with your results?

       Arthur: No, I’m not. I expected better results.

       Igor:  Yes, I’m happy. I thought my results would be worse.

Were the exercises difficult? 
      Arthur: Yes, they were. Most difficult was listening because of bad sound quality.

      Igor:  Rather difficult.

Except English what language would you like to learn?

Arthur: I would like to learn Japanese. I used to learn it and now a want to                                     continue.

        Igor:  I don’t know exactly. Maybe Spanish.

Thank you. Good luck!
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Christmas Charity fair
On December 18 Christmas Charity Fair was organized in our gymnasium. Students brought  toys and other things the don’t need, which were sold at very low prices. The fair was held after the second and third lessons. It attracted a great number of students and teachers from our gymnasium. 
Money and earned from selling goods will be used for buying presents for the children from the kindergarden “Hope”.
We hope such charity fair will be organised next year as well.  

A wide variety of items sold at the fair.

The principal of our gymnasium Roza Dimentova and the teacher of Lithuanian Regina Kraucevichiute are buying toys. 
Thank you!
    Good luck!
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